
Year 4 - Medium Term Planning -  
Autumn Term 

Aims:                                                                                                                                                                           
The purpose of this theme is to give the children a greater understanding of chronological order and 
names of historical time periods in British History.  Also to develop an understanding of the term ’invasion’ 
and then give reasons why this happened and its effects on settlements in Britain.                                      
The children should be given opportunity to use enquiry skills to research art, culture, beliefs and           
characteristic features of Anglo-Saxon England.                                                                                              
Give the children experience of artefacts and documents (Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) to understand how 
events can be interpreted in different ways according to viewpoint i.e. Vikings invasions - consider how 
this differed from the Roman Invasion of Britain.                                                                                                 
Develop an understanding of some of the characteristic features of Viking life (Danelaw).                     
Identify Anglo-Saxon/Viking settlements in England and how their language has influenced the English 
Language.                                                                                     

History: Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
 Children put British Time Periods in chronological order - from Ancient Britons to  present 

day. 

 Recap on Roman Invasion and why the Romans’ rule of Britain ended in the 4th Century 
AD.  Refer to the problems of the Picts (Scotland), Scots (Ireland). 

 Arthurian legends - (King Arthur likely to be a British Warrior who fought the Anglo- Saxons.  
Research why the Angles and Saxons started to invade Britain and how this was different 
from the Roman  Invasion. 

 Where did the Anglo-Saxons come from and settle in Britain and why?  Locate areas on a 
map - place names ending in - ington, ingham, ing (Anglo Saxon settlements) - notice    
Birmingham.  Where are these places in relation to seas and rivers?  Why is this significant?  

 Research Anglo-Saxon villages, culture, art - visit Birmingham museum to see Staffordshire 
Hoard - use original documents e.g. extracts from the Anglo-Saxon  Chronicles and       
writings of the Venerable Bede.  Anglo Saxon beliefs on death and burials - locate Sutton 
Hoo in Suffolk.  

 Use enquiry skills to establish how we know about the Anglo-Saxons’ archaeological       
evidence. 

 Investigate Anglo-Saxon alphabet - Runic script and story telling legends of Beowulf. 

 Who were the Vikings, where did they come from, and why did they invade England?  
How were they different from the Anglo-Saxons?  Refer to the destruction of Lindisfarne in 
AD793. 

 Find out about Alfred the Great and major events during his reign.  Danelaw (treaty         
between King Alfred and Guthrum - leader of Eastern Anglican Danish settlers). 

 Compare the Viking culture and way of life to that of the Anglo-Saxons. Use Eric the Vi-
king legend. 

 Complete the topic with a brief outline of the Norman invasion - death of Edward and  



Na onal Curriculum: History 

Children should be taught the Viking and Anglo‐Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of Eng‐
land to the me of Edward the Confessor . 

 

Examples (non‐statutory) 

 This could include:  

 viking raids and invasion � resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of 
England  

 further Viking invasions and Danegeld  

 Anglo‐Saxon laws and jus ce  

 Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066  



Year 4 - Medium Term Planning  

Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is both geographical and historical.  It focuses on the use of geographical 
map skills to locate the areas under study.  The children should be able to understand the difference 
between weather and climate.                                                                                                                                                 
A realisation of the importance of The Nile and attributes of it is essential. 

The children will use historical enquiry to find out how we know about the ancient civilisation of Egypt.  
They should also be encouraged to ask questions about archaeological evidence.                                                 
Consolidation in understanding the difference between BC and AD and putting events into order is a 
vital part of this topic. 

Geography: (1st half term) 
 

History: (2nd half term) 
 

 Geography of Egypt - use globe and maps 
to  locate - identify continent, sea, capital 
city, River Nile and surrounding countries. 

 Investigate the climate of Egypt and how it is 
different to the UK.  Landscape features of 
desert areas and fertile valleys.  Learn about 
the features of desert areas and fertile val-
leys. 

 Learn about features of a river - mouth, 
source, tributary and delta and follow the 
journey of the Nile from source to mouth - 
identifying countries it passes through.      
Compare this to the journey of the River     
Severn in the UK.  Find length and differences 
between the two rivers. 

 Discover why the Nile is so important to Egypt 
and why the Aswan Dam was built. 

 Investigate why thousands of tourists visit 
Egypt every year and the effect this has on 
the local people. 

 Use chronological order to place the An-
cient civilisation of Egypt in a timeline with 
British History and other ancient civilisations -        
Mayan, Greek etc. 

 Research everyday life in Ancient Egyptian 
society - homes, clothes, jobs, beliefs etc.  
Use artefacts and archaeological evidence 
for historical enquiry.  Mark the differences      
between the rich and poor. 

 Research in detail, ancient Egyptian gods 
and how they buried their dead. 

 Learn about Egyptian writing using              
hieroglyphs. 

 Focus on the discovery of Tutankhamun's 
tomb by Lord Carnarvon and Howard Carter 
in the 1920s. 

 Find out about Queen Hatshepsut - the only 
female Pharaoh. 



Na onal Curriculum: Geography 

Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the lo-
cation of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environ-
mental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cit-
ies. 

Human and physical geography                                                                    
(Compare the River Nile to the River Severn) 
 describe and understand key aspects of: 
 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts,  
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.  
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activ-
ity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 
 
 

Na onal Curriculum: History 

 Children should be taught the achievements of the earliest civiliza ons – an overview 
of where and when the first civiliza ons appeared and a depth study of one of the fol‐
lowing: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of An‐
cient China  

 

 



Year 4 - Medium Term Planning  

Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is to enable the children to use an atlas and globe to locate Europe 
and European countries with a focus on France.  They should also be able to use compass           
directions and calculate distance.                                                                                                                     
Children need to be aware of and describe the differences and similarities of landscape       
features.  The use of grid references and coordinates is an important skill to develop through 
this subject area.                                                                                                                                                       
There should also be opportunity for the children to increase their ability to speak French and 
use it to communicate to French nationals. 

Geography: (1st half term) 
A European country - France 

 Locate and identify the country of France and its compass position with the UK.  Name 
and locate capital city, major cities, seas, mountain ranges, rivers and bordering coun-
tries. 

 Calculate distances from London to Paris, Birmingham to Paris and other major cities in 
France - find out the differences. 

 Compare temperatures between Birmingham  and Paris.  Compare major landscape   
features of London with Paris using photographs e.g. Tower of London with Eifel tower etc. 

 Use a coordinate grid and place thumbnail pictures of famous landmarks of Paris - identi-
fy the coordinates for each building.  Repeat for famous landmarks of London. 

 Describe French culture, traditions, food etc. - Fact File famous French artists, composers, 
scientists and leaders. 

 Find differences/similarities in going to school in France with England.  Locate a French 
school near Calais and write letters to pen pal. 

 Investigate popular holiday resorts and tourism in France, plus different ways of travelling 



National Curriculum: Geography  

Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the lo-
cation of Russia). 

Place knowledge 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a Europe-
an country, and a region in North or South America 

Human and physical geography 
 describe and understand key aspects of: 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activ-
ity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water (school, landmarks, holiday resorts) 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studies. 



Year 4 - Medium Term Planning 

Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is to enable the children to know the difference between weather 
and climate and recognise the seasonal patterns of temperature and rainfall over the UK. 

Children will also learn to appreciate weather conditions in different parts of the world, includ-
ing extreme weather e.g. flooding in UK, hurricanes, earthquakes and how this effects people 
and the environment. 

Geography: (2nd half term) 

 Consolidate work from Y3 - knowing the countries of the UK and locating on a 
blank map approximately where the major cities of London, Birmingham,             
Edinburgh and Cardiff are. 

 Using blank map of the world, locate the 7 continents and identify surrounding 
oceans and seas. 

 Identify the countries of the continents - each group could focus on a continent 
and research capital cities, mountain ranges, rivers and languages.  Discuss why 
North, Central and South American countries and parts of Africa speak European 
languages. 

 Compare UK data of temperature or rainfall to regions in North/South America.  
Research extreme weather conditions in these regions.  



National Curriculum: Geography  

Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the lo-
cation of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environ-
mental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cit-
ies 
 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical re-
gions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

Place knowledge 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a Europe-
an country, and a region in North or South America 

Human and physical geography 
 describe and understand key aspects of: 
 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, riv-
ers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activ-
ity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 
 use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 
 


