
Year 5 - Medium Term Planning - Autumn Term 1 
Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is for the children to use atlases to locate areas of the UK and 
different landscape features of physical geography - using a key. The children will also 
have experience of recording and analysing of weather patterns across the UK and 
make comparisons.                                                                                                                                    
Six figure grid references will be introduced to enable children to understand the use of 
scales. 

Geography: (1st half term - 2-3 weeks) 

Mapping Skills 
 Locate Birmingham on a blank map of the UK - then match to correct location.  

Compare different maps of the region and using a detailed ordinance survey 
map, identify school and home locations.  Calculate distances from home and 
school locations.  Calculate distance from home to school and school to Birming-
ham city centre. 

 Devise a six figure grid reference and draw significant local landmarks - e.g. 
school, shops, golf course etc. or school site and buildings.  Identify coordinates 
and give directions to items on grid. 

 Identify and locate regions/countries of the UK and major motorway connections.  
Calculate distances from Birmingham to different parts of the UK and times of jour-
ney - using different scales. 

For this topic there will be strong links with Maths - statistics, coordinates, time and 
measurement. 

National Curriculum (Geography)  

Locational knowledge 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identify-

ing human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied. 

 use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom. 



Year 5 - Medium Term Planning - Autumn Term 1/2 
Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is to understand the change and developments that occurred during 
Victorian times in Birmingham, specifically.  Also, to understand chronological order of events 
and significant people in time.                                                                                                                                 
The children will make comparisons between upper, middle and lower class people and their 
way of life. Emphasis will also be placed on the effect of the railways in the region and beyond. 

History: Birmingham in the Victorian times 

 Timeline of the different eras in British history and why this period was called the 
Victorian Age. 

 Life of Queen Victoria and overview of Britain at that time. 

 Everyday life in Victorian times and differences between rich and poor families - to 
include working children and the Workhouse.   

 How Birmingham changed during the Industrial Revolution and trade and manu-
facturing of the   region with reference to the ‘Black Country’. 

 Significant people who influenced life in Birmingham - Cadbury, Chamberlain etc. 
- visit                Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery - History of Birmingham - Black 
Country Museum - everyday life. 

 Invention of the Steam Engine and railway systems including the cause and effect 
of the changes to society.  Including arguments for and against - make compari-
sons with today’s environmental issues. 

 Legacy of the Victorians - to include Christmas celebrations introduced during the 
Victorian era - Christmas trees, carols, cards, crackers etc. 

National Curriculum (History) 

Carry out a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronologi-
cal knowledge beyond 1066. 

 a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected 
in the locality (this can go beyond 1066). 

 



Year 5 - Medium Term Planning - Spring Term 
Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is to develop an understanding of climate zones relating to the Equator,       
Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn. 

The children will learn to describe physical features of the environment and how this effects the lives of the 
people.  Also to have a greater understanding of river systems. They will make comparison between differ-
ent cultures. 

Geography:  
Brazil / Rainforests  

BRAZIL: 

 Use atlases and globes to locate Brazil - continent, capital city, major cities, mountain ranges and 
bordering countries.  Distance from Birmingham to UK. 

 Find out what is meant by equator, Northern and Southern hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer and where 
Brazil and UK and other countries are positioned in respect to these. 

 Observe and record the weather over a week - rainfall, wind direction, wind speed temperature. 
Compare with temperatures in Brazil. 

 Source and mouth of the river Amazon - length and countries it flows through.  Compare with River 
Severn. How is the Amazon important to settlements? 

 Find out about main products produced by Brazil and connections with the rest of the world. 

RAINFORESTS: 

 Learn about the Rainforest environment - climate, weather, vegetation and wildlife habitats -      en-
dangered species. 

 People who live in rainforests and how they depend on its resources. 

 Visit Botanical Gardens. 

 Deforestation and the environment issues - how the rainforest can be protected and why.  Why are 



Year 5 - Medium Term Planning - Summer Term  
Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is to place major events, people and changes into a chronological time frame 
and use terms BC and AD correctly.  The children should ask questions about and identify the main       
features of the society studied. 

An understanding should be gained of how we know about the past by studying artefacts and              
archaeological excavations - using a range of source materials for evidence and enquiry based activities.    
The topic should equip the children with the knowledge and understanding of cause and effect and how 
events change the lives of people. 

History: (Most of the term) 
Mayan Civilisation AD900 (earliest 2000BC) 

 Make a timeline of the Eras in British History from Ancient Britain to present day.  Add in time periods 
for ancient civilisations - Egyptians, Greeks, Assyrians and Mayans.  Develop a greater                     
understanding of BC and AD and place BC dates in the correct order. 

 Use maps and globes to locate where in the world was the Mayan civilisation - countries 
and continent.  Research the landscape and environment of this area e.g. climate, moun-
tains, rivers, and identify on a map of the world.  Look at videos, photos, books and learn 
what these countries are like today and the main language they speak. 

 Brainstorm prior knowledge of ancient civilisations e.g. Ancient Egypt - do they think there 
will be any similarities with Mayan civilisation? 

 In pairs or groups use pictures of artists impressions of a Mayan town, city, person.  Using en-
quiry skills, children act as archaeologists  to make observations about the Mayan way of 
life.  Bring in broken clay garden pots for groups to reconstruct as archaeologists do when 
excavating sites. 

 Research the evidence - how we know about the Mayans and what is the evidence?  Use 
questions - what are the names of sites/places archaeologists have studied? 

 What buildings and other places have been found? 

 What objects have been found? 

 What evidence of writing has been found? - what do these things tell us? (glyphs etc.) 

 Are there any things which may not have survived?  Discuss the range of evidence and 
how archaeologists piece them together to form an overall understanding ot the society. 

 Research the Mayan everyday way of life - cities, temples, beliefs and culture (most of the 
evidence about buildings comes from Spanish missionaries in their written records). 

 Focus on their interest in calculating time mathematically and their number system.  Devel-
opment of calendars by studying that stars and sun. 

 Focus on the Mayan ball game which was both a religious and political activity which only 
the elite took part and resulted in the chief of the losing side being sacrificed!  Children 
should devise rules for the game and/or their own version - which they then try 
out…..without the end result!  Is it similar to any sports played today? 

 Consider reasons why the Mayan civilisation came to an end. 

 



National Curriculums (History) 

Pupils should be taught about: 

 a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study 
chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 



Year 5 - Medium Term Planning - Summer Term  
Aims:                                                                                                      
The purpose of this theme is to identify and locate landscape features on a variety of maps - including 
aerial photographs and ordinance survey maps.                                                                                                      
To collect and analyse data and compare and contrast with local area and Bewdley. 

The children should have experience in following routes to and from destinations and calculate distances.  
To understand river systems and their importance to growth of towns. 

Geography: (Last few weeks) 
Contrasting locality in the UK - Bewdley 

 Study ordinance maps and aerial photographs of the local area and school and identify landmarks 
and landscape features.  Use grid references to locate different parts of the local area and their 
compass direction from the school. 

 Discuss local issues and how the area could be improved.  Start with Welsh House Farm Road (use 
photographic evidence e.g. traffic, litter, etc.) and leading on to discuss Harborne town.  

 Walk to Harborne High Street - conduct Traffic Survey and interview passers by to find out what they 
like / dislike about Harborne and how it could be improved.  Analyse the results and draw          
conclusions.  

 Use maps to identify and locate Bewdley and surrounding area.  Compare with map of local area - 
identifying differences.  Discuss what might be the issues for people living in Bewdley (traffic, visitors, 
river). 

 Use photos of flooding in Bewdley and recent areas of the country.  How could this be prevented ? 
How do the locals feel? 

 Visit Bewdley and conduct traffic survey and questionnaire of passers by on what they think about 
Bewdley and how it could be improved.  Follow the route taken from WHF to Bewdley including   
distance and time taken. 

 Walk along the River Severn - observe landscape features. 

National Curriculum (Geography) 

Pupils should be taught about: 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digi-
tal technologies 


