
1 
 

 
 
 

Phonics policy 

Welsh House Farm Community 
School and Resource Base 

 

 

“Inspired to grow and flourish” 
 

Approved by Leadership and Management Date: July 2014 

Last reviewed on:  September 2017 

Next review due by: September 2019 

 
 
 
 



2 
 

Rationale  
At Welsh House Farm we believe that the teaching of high quality phonics is 
essential in order for children to have the best start possible in reading and writing.  

The ability to read and write is fundamental in many aspects of the curriculum and 
therefore vital that all children are equipped with the ability to decode and transcribe 
effectively. 

We strive to ensure that all children become confident, successful, fluent readers by 
the end of Key Stage One and believe that this is achieved through high quality, 
discrete phonics teaching combined with a whole language approach that promotes 
reading for pleasure. 

This policy aims to reinforce a consistent approach to the teaching of phonics across 
the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One. 

 
Aims 

At Welsh House Farm School our aims in teaching phonics are: 

• to teach children aural discrimination, phonemic awareness and rhyme to aid 
reading, writing and spelling development 

• to encourage the use of sounding and blending for reading 
• to encourage the use of segmenting for writing  
• to enable children to use phonic awareness across the curriculum 
• to ensure that children know the 44 phonemes within the English language 
• to provide children with strategies to recognise and read common exception 

words  
• to develop children’s sight vocabulary to aid fluent reading 

 

Teaching and Learning  
 
Phonics is taught following the governments Letters and Sounds programme which 
progresses the children through 6 phases of phonics. Phonics lessons will 
incorporate elements of Jolly Phonics to support effective and consistent delivery of 
sounds and actions.  

Phonics is taught daily in Foundation Stage and Key Stage One in a separate lesson 
lasting 20-25 minutes. 

Children should be taught in groups of ability to ensure lessons are differentiated and 
delivered to their ability.   



3 
 

Weekly lesson plans should follow the Letters and Sounds Revisit, Teach, Practice, 
Apply format. The class teacher should provide plans for their group and for any 
teaching assistants carrying phonics. Plans should be adapted by the teaching 
assistant where appropriate for the needs of the individual group and resourced 
ahead of lessons. 

Reading by Six (2010) states ‘the best phonics teaching is characterised by planned 
structure, fast pace, praise and reinforcement, perceptive responses, active 
participation by all children and evidence of progress.’ 

All teachers and teaching assistants carrying out phonics are trained and lessons are 
monitored throughout the year to identify CPD needs.  
 
Expectations 
 
Nursery  

Children in nursery should be taught phase one though a differentiated 
approach within the setting on a daily basis. Opportunities to build phonetic 
awareness should be used throughout the day to encourage oral blending. As 
children become confident in phase 1, phase 2 sounds will be introduced in 
play based activities. Children should be exposed to a variety of Nursery 
Rhymes and songs to increase awareness of rhyme.  
 
Reception 

Children in Reception are taught phase 2 and 3 phonemes following Letters and 
Sounds alongside being taught actions and rhymes from Jolly Phonics. Actions are 
taught to increase children’s confidence and used as a prompt when recalling 
sounds. Children in reception will also be taught phase 4 of Letters and Sounds. 
Children are expected be secure in phase 4 by the end of reception.  

 
Year 1 

In Year One children will consolidate and apply learning of all phonemes taught in 
reception. Children in year one will begin phase 5, learning the complex code. 
Children are taught new graphemes for the phonemes they already know. In 
addition, children will learn new ways to pronounce known graphemes.  
Children are expected to be secure in phase 5 by the end of Year One.  
 
Year 2 

Most children in Year Two will cover phase 6 of Letters and Sounds looking at 
spelling patterns and rules including past tense an adding prefixes and suffixes. 
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Year Two children will be taught whole class by the class teacher. Any children who 
did not pass the phonics screening at the end of Year One will be incorporated into 
appropriate phonics groups to consolidate phases 3 to 5 where necessary.   

 

Key Stage 2 

Children in Key Stage 2 will continue to learn spelling rules and patterns outlined in 
the National curriculum. Children who still require phonics teaching should receive 
this through intervention. Pupils starting school late with English as an additional 
language will receive intervention from the EAL teaching assistant.  

 
Assessment 

Phonics is assessed half termly in Reception and Year One using the Welsh House 
Farm Phonics Assessment to assess pupil’s knowledge of taught graphemes and 
phonemes and reading of tricky words.  

Teachers use summative assessment to inform effective provision for all children, 
using this to plan and deliver lessons that engage and challenge all children within 
the lesson. This summative assessment should inform the rate at which children 
progress through the phases and secure a sound understanding of phonics. 
Summative assessment is used to identify children who are not making sufficient 
progress and appropriate intervention should be put into place.  
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