
Year 2 - Medium Term Planning 

Aims:   
The purpose of this theme is both geographical and historical.  It depends on the children having covered 
the themes in Y1 specifically ’We are Birmingham’.  If children have not covered this, you will need to fa-
cilitate this without holding back the rest of the class.  The theme expands on the Y1 experience by devel-
oping the children’s knowledge and understanding of their environment as part of BRITAIN and the wider 
world.  There should be plenty of opportunity for physical experiences.  The Significant People must in-
clude  important elements.   

Geography: (1st half term) 
We are Britain -  

Compare and Contrast 

History: (2nd half term) 

Great Fire of London 

Must include: 

 Place Birmingham as part of the UK and World. 
Ensure children know that Birmingham is so big 
it has lots of areas - Quinton just 1.  

 Talk about other places in the UK from chil-
dren’s own lives, very different from Birming-
ham.      

 Express views positive and negative of differ-
ent places in UK using lots of visual images:  
Focus on LONDON capital city. 

 Identify London Landmarks. 

 Draw a simple map. 

Must include: 

 Samuel Pepys - lead to story of the Great Fire 
of London. 

 

 



Geography: Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 
 name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Human and physical geography 
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its coun-
tries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the loca-
tion of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

 

History: Pupils should be taught about: 

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for exam-
ple, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated 
through festivals or anniversaries] 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods (Samuel Pepys). 
 



Year 2 - Medium Term Planning  

Aims:     
The purpose of this theme is geographical although you cannot ignore the historical aspects that have 
made Australia the continent that it is today .  

Use NC Geography and History KS1, Expectations in geography/history at KS1&2).  A hot, cold, wet, dry 
and contrasting overseas locality. Use assessment sheets to focus your work, skills and knowledge needed. 

Must include: 

 Start by finding out what the children know 
about distances.  On a grid, get the children to 
place town, cities, countries and out of space.  
Place people in the relevant sections.  Use this 
work to discuss and increase knowledge.      
Include pictorial and written word. 

 

 

 

 

 Home in on Australia as a continent with the 
countries and as part of a world map.  Place 
on maps significant places and people  includ-
ing the children and families that come from 
there. 

 Look at the significant geographical facts 
about Australia: natural and man-made:       
mountains, deserts, rivers populations. Learn 
the vocabulary. 

 Read stories and poems from Australia e.g.        
- enable children to access the book inde-
pendently at all different levels of ability. 

 Settlements - city, town and rural life - include 
major cities and place on map.   

 Investigate Australian animals.  How do they    
adjust to the place where they live.   

 Look at weather in parts of Australia and       
compare with UK.  Investigate effects of 
weather - drought, famine, heat. Revisit weath-
er,  

 compare and contrast with UK weather pat-
terns in more depth. 

 Find out about the history of Aboriginal Peo-
ple  

 Investigate the cultural life: (Aboriginal) art, 
costume,    music, dance, poetry, jewellery - 
make things! 

Geography 
Australia and Weather 

History  

Aboriginal People 
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Geography: Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 
 name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans 

Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the hu-

man and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a contrasting non-European country. 

Human and physical geography 
 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the lo-
cation of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its coun-
tries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the loca-
tion of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

 

History: Pupils should be taught about: 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in 



Year 2 - Medium Term Planning 

Aims:     
The purpose of these themes to to explore both History and Geography objectives in a creative way. Using 
the children's own research and following up areas of interest. 

Must include: 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding seas—Identify the county where 
Warwick Castle can be found, 

 Learn about significant historical place in own locali-
ty (Warwick Castle). 

 How would we get there? Map out route? How long 
would the journey take? 

 Identify other historical locations  (Castles in Eu-
rope, non– European country).  

 Compare locations  - Weather? Landscape? 

 

 

 

 

 

Must Include 

 Learn about a significant person in history 
(Florence Nightingale) 

 Identify period of history/historical event the person 

is associated  with. 

 Recognise significance of person –what impact did 

their life have on others then—now? 

Geography (1st half term) 

Castles 

History (2nd half term) 

Florence Nightingale. 
 



History: Pupils should be taught about: 

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality Warwick 
Castle 

 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life 
in different periods Florence Nightingale . 

Geography: Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 
 name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the hu-

man and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a contrasting non-European country 

Human and physical geography 
 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the loca-
tion of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 


