
Year 4: We look after the ONIONS. 

Why? Because we make French onion soup in Term2 

Important time 

number1 

Plant onion “sets” in September. 

How do we plant 

them? 

Dig the ground. Remove any weeds. Apply chicken 

manure. Push the sets (baby onions) gently into the soil 

so the tips are just buried. 

What do we do 

next? 

Water the plants twice every week in September. 

Sometimes the birds will pull the sets out of the 

ground. If this happens gently push them back in and 

think of a way to keep the birds off. PULL OUT ANY 

WEEDS OR YOUR ONIONS WILL NOT GROW. 

Do we get a rest? Sort of! All you need to do from November until March 

is to pull out any weeds that have grown. 

Important time 

number2 

From March until May water the onions if the ground is 

dry. Pull out any weeds. 

What do we do 

next? 

When the leaves turn yellow and start to bend over 

carefully dig up the onions with a hand fork. Put them 

in the polytunnel for a few days to dry off if you are 

not going to use them straight away. 

When can we eat 

them? 

When you pick them – hopefully in May. 

What else?  You will also need French tarragon to make your soup. 

This is growing in a pot but the plant can be killed by 

frost so put the pot(s) of tarragon inside the polytunnel 

in early October. Water occasionally – they do not mind 

being dry. At the end of March bring the pots back 

outside and keep them watered.(about once a week 

should be enough.) Cut the tarragon with scissors when 

you need it but try not to take more than a third of 

the leaves from each plant as you could weaken the 

plant and then it would die. 

 


